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Case 2. Recently a nine-year old boy was brought to
us because, on the basis of supposed defect for school
work, he was believed to be a suitable subject for the
state institution for the feeble-minded. He had attended
school for three years and was still in the first grade.
He was indeed dull looking, and had one dared form an
impression from his appearance and listless manner,
one might have concluded that the boy was mentally
defective. Physical examination showed him to be
virtually blind in one eye with vision about two thirds
of normal in the other. He was a sufferer from chronic
otorrhea, and when examined in the clinic he was found
to be partially deaf. Inquiry regarding the school career
elicited the fact that the boy had never been examined
by the school physician, that no recognition had ever
been made of the fact that he was suffering from sensory
defects which required immediate attention. Psycho-
logical examination proved that the boy tested almost
normal for his age.

Case 3. For similar reasons we studied a boy where
the neglect of visual defect was equally egregious. He,
too, was considered by his teachers as unable to learn
school subjects, but a careful mental examination by us
showed the boy was rather in advance of his chrono-
logical age, and was suffering from excessive visual defect.
Sent to a correctional institution, he had broken his
glasses shortly after commitment, and during the nine
months which intervened between that time and our
examination, his eyes had never been retested nor had
glasses been obtained for him, and yet, in this case, the
main reason for commitment was to give the lad edu-
cational opportunities.

So obvious is the distinction between special defect in
the language field and poor results on tests due to speech
defect, that we need but mention it. It is quite gener-